
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8485
AN ACT TO PROMOTE ANIMAL WELFARE IN THE PHILIPPINES, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT OF 1998”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Philippines in Congress assembled.

SECTION 1. It is the purpose of this Act to protect and promote 



The Committee shall be chaired by a representative coming 
from the private sector and shall have two (2) vice-chairpersons 
composed of the representative of BAI and another from the 
private sector.

The Committee shall meet quarterly or as often as the need 
arises. The Committee members shall not receive any 
compensation but may receive reasonable honoraria from time 
to time.

SECTION 6. It shall be unlawful for any person to torture any 
animal, to neglect to provide adequate care, sustenance or 
shelter, or maltreat any animals or to subject any dog or horse to 
dogfights or horse fights, kill or cause or procure to be tortured 
or deprived of adequate care sustenance or shelter, or maltreat 
or use the same in research or experiments not expressly 
authorized by the Committee on Animal welfare.

The killing of any animal other than cattle, pigs, goats, sheep, 
poultry, rabbits, carabao, horse, deer and crocodiles is likewise 
hereby declared unlawful except in the following instances:

1.	 When it is done as part of the religious rituals of an 		
	 established religion or sect or ritual required by ethnic 	
	 custom of indigenous cultural communities: 			 
	 however, leaders shall keep records in cooperation with 	
	


